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A Walk Around the Centre of Histon 

By Dellas & Ken Oates [Booklets 1, 4 & 20] 

The Green 

The Green reminds us of the important part this area played in the 

history of Histon. The abundant water supply, the presence of a dry 

gravel terrace and very fertile soil were probably the reasons for the first 

settlement. Here stood the stocks which were repaired in the 17th 

century. There is a record of a bill for “42lb of iron work for ye stocks”. 

Later forms of punishment also took place with the construction of a 

village cage or “lock-up” in one corner of the Green. It was demolished in 

1855 when some of the materials were sold. The proceeds and the 

remaining materials were used to construct a bridge over the brook at 

the end of Water Lane. 

Until 1912 the Green with other open spaces in the village was classed 

as manorial waste and it was the property of the Lord of the Manor. 

However in that year the Rights were purchased so that the Green and 

all the other open spaces in the village are the property of the Parish 

Council with a set of Bye-Laws controlling them. 

Although often called “Histon Pond”, the brook is a running stream. It is 

part of nearly eight miles of water courses in the Parish which extend 

past Girton towards Coton, from Impington through Histon and on to 

Oakington, Rampton and Cottenham and finally into the Old West River 

of which it is a tributary. In the village there were three principal springs, 

one in the brook, one called “Sweet Springs” in what is now Glebe Way 

and one towards Girton which is called “Cresswell Springs”. These no 

longer work because seven large wells have been sunk in the village 

and as a result the water table has dropped considerably, so the springs 

no longer spring up! 

The Pump 

Although still usable, it has been disconnected to prevent children 

playing with it. It was restored in 1984 by Histon and Impington Village 

Society in memory of Ken Oates. The well that supplies it has never 

been known to be dry although it is only eight feet deep. The green sand 

that provides the water is very close to the surface, being only 2.4m 

below the level of the brook. On the way to Cottenham, where the 

Cottenham water supply was obtained it is 3.6m down and at the site of 
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Chivers’ factory it is about 18m below the surface. Over towards Girton 

College, where there is a large well, the depth is 24m. 

Brook Cottage – 22 The Green 

To the right of the traffic lights is a very neat little cottage, dating from 

the 18th century, with a mansard roof. It is timber framed but has been 

cased in brick. It was the home of Peter Mason who was appointed 

headmaster of the Perse School in Cambridge in 1837. 

The Phoenix Restaurant 

The former Greenhill Public House was destroyed by fire in 1904, it was 

rebuilt by the owners, Lacons the brewers. Architecturally the new 

building was out of place among the cottages on the Green. Before it 

was burnt down it was a general shop, a bake house and a public 

house. It is thought that the sparks from the baker’s oven set the 

thatched roof on fire. It was reopened after the fire, still as the Greenhill 

Public House staying the same for many years. Later after being 

redundant for a short time, it was resurrected as the Brook Restaurant 

and more recently a Chinese restaurant, called the Phoenix. The 

building has since been extended at the back. 

The Village Sign 

The Sign was designed and made by Mike Gillespie. It was erected by 

Histon Parish Council in 1990. A full description of the emblems can be 

found on the post. 

12 The Green 

What is now one house was originally three cottages, the centre one 

being the home of John Willson, a prolific builder, over 120 years ago, 

who was engaged in a great deal of local church restoration. His family 

business finally wound up in 1893. Large trees were brought there to be 

cut up in the sawpit which was just inside the gate. The trees were left 

on the Green itself and the parish authorities got quite worried that the 

owner might claim a piece of land as they has been there so long. So 

they charged him about 18 pence a year to keep his trees on the Green. 

The opposite side of the Green has also been claimed by someone in 

the very distant past as it was used as gardens. 

A builder Matt Wynn had purchased this property from Mr Lawson, who 

for a good many years used it as a residence and a depot for his milk 
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business. After Mr Wynn bought the house he removed a large chimney 

and found it contained large pieces of moulded stonework and clunch 

which probably came from the destroyed church of St Etheldreda at 

Histon. A course of the chimney was composed of horse bones: one has 

been preserved and is kept at the Cambridge Folk Museum. The bones 

were said to keep away evil spirits. 

10 The Green 

This has been rebuilt in the style of the original cottage. There had been 

a continuous row of thatched cottages which got into a very bad state 

and were pulled down. 

Brook Close 

This development of houses, flats and bungalows which was started in 

1993, occupies the site of four early 19th century timber framed cottages. 

Between here and the Co-operative Stores is a space, where stood an 

old thatched house  with a shop at one end and living accommodation at 

the other. Here lived Mrs King a “wise woman” who dispensed herbal 

remedies to the poor. 

The Co-operative Stores 

This building was erected in 1822 as the first Methodist Chapel in the 

village. In 1896 it was sold to Mr Wakefield, who let it to the Salvation 

Army. They used it for a time, then in 1903 it was purchased by the Co-

operative Society. The Salvation Army constructed a temporary building 

on the adjoining site towards the Boot, where they stayed for a 

considerable number of years. This was eventually also sold to the Co-

operative Society who enlarged it to sell groceries, meat etc. The original 

being used as a pharmacy. 

1 & 3 The Green 

The first cottage on the west side has been altered. The end towards the 

Boot used to be much lower and was a weaving shed in earlier days. It 

is possible to see where a bedroom has been added on top and more 

recently an addition has been made at ground level. 

5 The Green 

Formerly Mrs Winders’ house, it has a remarkable 16th century chimney. 

On the right hand side the roof is at the original height but on the other 

side the Victorian owners took the thatch off and replaced the roof at a 
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lower level and spoiled the balance of the building. When the sitting 

room fireplace was removed and the hearth dug out a medieval pot was 

discovered full of iron nails and wool. Again it was placed there to ward 

off evil spirits and shows that there was strong belief in witchcraft. 

5a & 5b The Green 

Two semi detached houses built in 1978/79 on part of the garden of 

number 5. 

Korten Ltd 

This building was originally the Baptist Chapel, built in 1858. The 

foundation stone is on the right, north east corner of the building and 

was laid by George Livett who was a draper and alderman in Cambridge 

and lived in Hills Road. A new chapel, still in use, was built in Station 

Road in 1899, a gift of the late Stephen Chivers. 

The old chapel became a Men’s Institute  and was a centre of interest for 

forty years. It contained a gymnasium, billiards, bowls and a reading 

room. It also had two baths which could each be hired for a penny. 

These were a boon in the days when people lived in little cottages, had 

no bathrooms and washed in a tin bath in the washhouse, or in front of 

the fire. The large hall was used for concerts, entertainments and all 

kinds of meetings and was the centre of village activities. The Institute 

closed when the men’s club moved in 1939 to the new Impington Village 

College Adult Wing. Where, with the coming of the War, it did not enjoy 

the same popularity. 

The premised were then used by Chivers for storage purposes and for a 

time during the Second World War part was an office for the forces 

stationed at Impington Hall. It is now occupied by Korten Ltd contractors 

who make stands for many different companies to use at international 

exhibitions and trade fairs. 

The Junior School 

Turning to the north side of the Green, the entrance to the school is 

where two 18th century cottages with mansard roofs once stood. They 

were demolished by the county council in spite of a preservation order 

on them. 
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13-21 The Green 

The piece of land between the Brook and the cottages was used for 

many years as a garden for the cottages, this had originally been part of 

the Green. For fifty years the parish council struggled to obtain 

possession of this piece of ground. They succeeded in 1963: the fence 

and hedges were removed, the land levelled and seeded and 

incorporated into the Green. 

All these cottages are not as ancient as they seem as there was a 

terrible fire in 1945 when most of this side of the Green was burnt to the 

ground. The cottages were owned at the time by Chivers, who restored 

them beautifully: as they were concerned that the original appearance 

should be maintained. 

The tall house, “High Noon”, in the middle was originally three storeys 

with dormer windows and a thatched roof. It was once the home of 

William Unwin, of sweet pea fame. In between the tall house and the 

next cottages was a large range of farm buildings and a huge barn. It 

was here that the noted Baptist preacher, C H Spurgeon, came after 

preaching in the chapel opposite. Tea was provided for the large 

congregation in this barn where he spoke to them again. There has now 

been some infilling in the area. 

The Children’s Playground 

Before 1890 there were four ancient thatched cottages on this site. 

Fortunately photographs of them still exist. The piece of land originally 

given as one of four playgrounds to commemorate the Coronation of 

George VI by the Chivers Family was on the other side of the field. The 

site was moved when the school was built and now increases the area 

of the Green. It adjoins the School Field but is owned by the parish 

council. 

On the Green between the children’s playground and the Brook there 

once stood one of the landmarks of the village. “The Holler Tree”. This 

tree was completely hollow and children climbed up the outside and slid 

down the inside. The tree hung precariously over the Brook and during a 

blizzard in 1915 it was blown down. Old pictures of the Green show the 

tree very clearly. 
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Glebe Way 

Looking over the road from the playground, there are some brick built 

barns with slate roofs which are a splendid example of 19th century farm 

buildings. They were built by the Matthews Family for their tenant. They 

are called “English Bond Barns”, which means that the brickwork is 

alternate courses of bricks laid long ways and bricks laid short ways, this 

produced walls hat are fourteen inches thick. When they were built they 

would have been considered model farm buildings. The previous ones 

were wood framed and thatched. It is thought that “Miller’s Cottage”, to 

the left of the barns, was originally built as a granary. 

The two bungalows, to the right, take the place of the Matthews’ ancient 

family house. When the present Methodist Chapel was opened in 1896 it 

was called the Matthews’ Memorial Chapel” as the family had 

contributed to it. They also had a great deal to do with the building of the 

first Methodist Chapel which is now a Pharmacy. 

The clay for the bricks to construct the Matthews’ building and barns was 

actually dug in the field at the back called “clay pits”. The “clamp” bricks 

were made and fired on site, which is unusual in this area. They were 

not made all that well. The piles of bricks were just covered with soil and 

a fire was lit, so the firing was restricted. But they are still standing today 

after well over a century. 

Brookside - 20 Glebe Way 

This was the home of some of the Chivers family. Stephen Chivers, the 

founder of the factory, lived there at one time and some of his children 

were born here. William Chivers, his son resided there until he died in 

1901. The house was partly rebuilt after a fire. William was a very kindly 

gentleman and on Plough Monday he would sit with the dining room 

window open and give any boys who called a penny. He was the last of 

the Chivers family to live in the house. Then came a Captain Sproule 

and Mr H Ribbons. 

10 Glebe Way 

After the two modern houses built in 1974 there is a house built about 

1840. This was a rebuild of an even older house which was made with 

what is known locally as “Clay Hods” large lumps of clay eighteen inches 

long by six inches square laid like bricks and plastered over. The roof 

was thatched and the chimney was so large that you could get inside. 
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The Lucas family owned this house for many years. One of the family, 

Smith Lucas, aged 21, was transported in 1838 for stealing some corn, a 

copper pot and a brush from a house in Waterbeach. In the Magistrates 

Court records he is described as a notorious character. He was 

sentenced to be transported for seven years at Her Majesty’s pleasure, 

but he never went further than Southampton where he was confined in 

one of the Hulks, which were used to keep prisoners in until there were 

enough to sail to Australia. A remarkable thing then occurred: his friends 

in the village promoted a petition to the Queen (quite a daring thing to do 

in those days) and each signed their names, stated how long they had 

known the defendant and asked for clemency as he had a family. 

Eventually he was granted a royal pardon. He came home in 1842 and 

did not die until 1904. His daughter continued to live in the house. 

6 Glebe Way 

The Oates family house was built in the 1840s. In the centre of the 

windows is a blank one, known as “Pitt’s Picture” which dates back to 

the days when windows were taxed. Up to five windows were tax free 

and thereafter it was so much per window. So this house had four 

windows at the front and one at the back- one huge window onto the 

stairs to light the hall and landing. But the back bedrooms only had a 

hole to the well hole and their light was borrowed from the large large 

landing window: so the tax was beaten that way. There are still the 

marks where the holes were, but bedroom windows have been installed 

since. The front room of this house was used as a shop for a few years. 

Later it was a school for young ladies who came to learn to play the 

piano, write and so on. The local aristocracy and tradesmen sent their 

daughters there. 

4 Glebe Way 

The northern side of this thatched building is low, just one room high. 

This room was a weaving shed and one contained a loom owned and 

operated by Charles Lucas who was the father of Smith Lucas, referred 

to earlier. The cottage was used in about 1870 as a “Keeping School”. It 

was run by Mrs Hannah Wakefield. Very young children came here for 

the day to enable their parents to go to work. A small charge was made 

for this and the names of several of the children who attended are 

known including: Polly and Caroline Hunt, daughters of the miller William 

Hunt. They sat on a wooden form, used slates to write on and brought 
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their food tied up in a handkerchief. This old cottage may have been the 

forerunner of the present nursery school. 

The Rose and Crown – 2 Glebe Way 

This is one of the oldest domestic buildings in the village. It is half 

timbered and on either side of the door and higher up can be seen the 

remains of medieval windows which were there before glass was used in 

such lowly buildings. Inside there would have been a roller blind of 

canvas or a shutter to keep the wind out. The building has only been a 

public house for the last 150 years and it is not the oldest public house in 

the village. It may have been involved with the weaving next door. 

At the back of the public house was a long low building with a pantiled 

roof housing a skittle alley. The game played was known as “Four 

Corners”- four huge skittles were used and a flat “Cheese” about 3 

inches thick and 8 inches in diameter was thrown at them. On old 

pictures of “The Rose and Crown” there is a small lean-to building which 

held the  large village box mangle, villagers brought their linen there to 

be mangled for a small charge. 

Adjoining “The Rose and Crown” on part of the car park, were two old 

thatched cottages which were constructed from a former barn and 

known as the “Meetingers House” which was the first meeting house for 

Nonconformists in the village. 

Water Lane 

This was very aptly named because at one time it had a water course 

running the whole length of it. Halfway along Water Lane the Brook 

changed sides and there was a water splash which you had to go 

through and also at the end of the road where it crossed the road again. 

Staggering home from the pub at night in the dark many people were 

never sure which side they were on and many had to be fished out of the 

muddy water. The water course at the end of Water Lane is still open. 

Looking towards Impington Lane there is a neat thatched cottage on the 

right which used to be the Huntsman’s Cottage. In the 18th century Guy 

Sindrey, who was the town clerk of Cambridge and lived for a time in 

Histon Manor, kept a pack of hounds, the only one in the county and his 

huntsman and hounds lived at 6 Impington Lane. The old name for 

Impington Lane is Dog Kennel Lane and it is so named on OS maps 

until as late as 1911. 
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There is a space at the corner of Water Lane where within living memory 

there was a cottage known as “The Gingerbread Cottage”, because the 

old lady used to make gingerbread and put her stock in the window to 

sell. 

9-13 Water Lane 

After three modern houses there is a large attractive thatched house 

which at one time belonged to Jacob Smith. 

15-25 Water Lane 

These are six cottages built in the 1890s by Stephen Chivers which were 

considered at the time to be very advanced workers’ cottages. 

22 Water Lane 

Opposite on the edge of the path is a house with shutters where Dr 

Rowson lived. This was one of the houses burnt down in the disastrous 

fire of 1945, rebuilt again, but as thatchers were so hard to find, it has a 

tiled roof. Alfred Read the first properly trained teacher in Histon, came 

in 1870 to live here. There is a picture of him, a bearded gentleman with 

a large gold watch chain, standing with his pupils outside the old school 

at School Hill. Much later, John Parr, another schoolmaster dwelt in the 

house. 

The War Memorial 

The memorial was designed and made by the village stone mason, Fred 

Baccus to commemorate the fallen of the First World War. He was 

responsible for producing many more war memorials including the one 

at Cottenham. He was a talented artist and a beautiful carver. The 

names of those who died in the Second World War were added by his 

successor Robert Mansfield. Also on this corner is a bird bath erected in 

memory of Sid Bishop 1914-1977, founder of the cycle shop and 

Chairman of the Parish Council. 

Christmas’s Corner 

The area next to the War Memorial, where the modern houses have 

been built, is known as Christmas’s Corner and the bridge is Christmas’s 

Bridge. Christmas was a local builder and his family had a business in 

Histon for generations. Here was a large yard with a carpenter’s shop of 

the old fashioned type with the paint shop below and the joiner’s shop 

above. On the right near the road was a saw pit, where large trees could 
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be cut up by men, known as sawyers, who travelled the country looking 

for work, one man in the hole under the trunk and another on top. (Top 

sawyer – an old expression for someone in charge). They were also 

undertakers and they made their own coffins. They were always pleased 

when there was a death at the weekend, for then they were allowed by 

the strictly religious to work on Sunday and could hammer away in the 

workshop while everyone else was singing in the chapel. Ted Christmas 

was the last of his family to make coffins. He was also popular with the 

fair and travelling fraternity as he made many caravans and stalls. He 

always had two or three caravans in the yard either being repaired or 

constructed. 

Adjoining the undertaker’s house and builder’s yard was Richard 

Christmas’s bakehouse, with a tall chimney and bakers oven. This was 

one of the places in the village where joints of meat could be brought to 

be cooked, mostly on Sundays. A century ago small cottages generally 

had no ovens. 

Charlie Muncey, the basket maker, also had his workplace here. He 

stacked the bundles of osiers in the water course which kept them 

supple and pliable: osiers were the willow wands that were woven into 

baskets. He made many baskets for Chivers until they decided that they 

needed their own basket making department: so his business was 

incorporated into Chivers. As a boy Charlie was apprenticed to a basket 

maker, Alfred Smith. At the end of his apprenticeship he should have 

achieved his indentures and £10. Smith did not have the money, so he 

offered to work for Charlie instead. So one day Charlie was the boy and 

the next day the master. Alfred continued to work for him until he retired. 

The Old Black Horse – 73 Station Road 

The Black Horse closed in 1996 and is now a private dwelling. It was 

built about 1854, as an investment, by the retired landlady of the Railway 

Vue, Ann Ellis, who sold her orchard to Chivers when they moved their 

jam making from Impington to near the railway. 

The Limes – 75 & 77 Station Road 

This was the house of Mr Paige the station master. His two daughters 

converted it into two dwellings. Lilian ran her school in a wooden building 

in the garden and Alice, a keen amateur photographer, was one of the 

first female office workers at Chivers. 
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81 Station Road 

Old photographs of this attractive house, which is end on to the road, 

show it with a very ancient gable end. This was removed when it almost 

fell down. 

Woodcock House – 83 Station Road 

The home of Eliza Woodcock who became famous in 1799 when she 

was buried in the snow on her way home from Cambridge market. She 

remained under the snow for eight days and was taken out alive. She 

was brought here and lived for six months. During this time she became 

a celebrity and was visited by many people from the surrounding area. 

Her husband Daniel was a smallholder. 

There was a barn at the side of the cottage where some of the original 

Salvation Army meetings were held when it was the property of Charlie 

Rook. 

The Baptist Chapel 

Built in 1899, the Chapel, with the Sunday School on the left contains 

typical ecclesiastical architecture of the period but this is unusual for 

nonconformist buildings. The congregation quickly outgrew the 

accommodation provided and the extension on the south side of the 

Chapel was opened in 1908. The miniature tower on the right originally 

had a spire on top. 

Poplar Road 

The first house is the Baptist minister’s, then there are four more 

cottages built in 1904. These are very ornamental and thought to be 

model cottages for the period. There is a modern development on the 

left-hand side including Oak Tree Way, built on part of the Poplars 

garden. The bridge at the end crosses the brook which runs from Girton 

on its way through the village to the river. 

The Infants School – New School Road 

This was built in 1912 and opened in 1913 as a school for children aged 

eight to fourteen. The land, the road and a sum of money towards 

building the school was given by John Chivers. The school became a 

primary school in 1939 when the village college opened and then an 

infants school when the junior school opened on the Green. 
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New School Road 

On the right is a row of cottages which were built without the aid of 

scaffolding. This was achieved by working from the inside. At the far end 

of the road is a path, the land for which was kindly given by Cadbury-

Schweppes to form a safe way for people coming to and from the school 

who lived in the Manor Park- St Audrey’s Close area of the village. 

At the beginning of the road is the Nursery School. This had started 

during the Second World War in the old Impington School buildings in 

School Lane and continued there until the buildings were demolished to 

make way for Bridge Road. The school managers and parents aware 

that the nursery was threatened with closure raised a considerable sum 

of money. The County Council then decided to build this school which 

was at the time the only purpose built nursery school in the county. It 

opened in 1963. 

Saffron Road 

Some of the finest Saffron in Europe was grown in the village in the 18th 

century. The very precarious crop was only harvested every three years 

and consisted of the dried stamens of the saffron crocus. 

Saffron Road was originally a footpath on the side of Saffron Close, a 

large meadow which had been hired as a playground by the parish. But 

as they had difficulty finding the rent the owner decided to sell it off in 

small plots. Thomas Orpin bought the first two cottages and the path 

was called for some time Orpin’s Drift. As more houses were built and 

the road formed the name was changed to Saffron Road. 

Halfway along the road is the Royal British Legion headquarters. On the 

corner are attractive thatched cottages which have been restored by the 

Batterson-Chivers Trust as homes for old people. 

61-51 Station Road 

Called Cambridge Lane before the railway came Station Road contains 

houses from a variety of periods. These houses were built in about 1840 

by William Collins they were a great advance on the old workers’ 

cottages in the village. First known as Collins’ Buildings they were later 

called Elm Terrace. Next to this row is the cycle and repair shop founded 

by Sid Bishop, which later became a “Do-it-yourself” shop. It’s popularity 

led to the large store being built by the railway crossing and the original 

shop, now much extended, reverting back to a cycle shop. 
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Station Road 

On the opposite side, from the corner to the garage, as a large stand of 

trees known as Sumpter’s Grove. It was cut down in 1786 and records 

exist giving the prices paid for the trees. On the same side of the road 

was a steep bank topped with a mud or clay wall which was originally 

thatched on top. This wall stretched up to the farm buildings which 

formed part of Howlett’s Farm, now called “The Old House”. 

44-34 Station Road 

The corner shop, Romano’s, was previously a grocers. Similarly 

Haircare was originally a chemists owned by Mr Williams. This and the 

next two houses was built by Fred Baccus. The hand carved stonework 

is worth a close examination. 

John Bull was the original owner of the Histon Garage and house which 

were both demolished to make way for the present garage. 

20-26 Station Road 

These four houses were built at the turn of the century, including the one 

on the corner of West Road which was built for John Peck, a Histon 

man, who was a cooper and a very good cricketer. He was called 

“Nimble John” because he could run so well. 

47 & 45 Station Road 

On the other side of the road, these houses were built at the end of the 

last [19th] century. No 45 belonged to Doctor Aldren Wright, the first 

resident doctor. No 47 Aldwyck House has splendid brickwork with some 

specially moulded panels. It belonged to Albert Ivatt, Chivers’ first 

industrial chemist, he had his laboratory built in the garden. 

West Road 

This was developed in about 1908-9 by Charles Love, the butcher, on 

land purchased from the Rowley family. Number 1 “Beehive Villa” was 

built for Fred Butler, an advanced bee keeper who had an extensive 

apiary in Garden Walk. 

18 Station Road 

On the other corner of West Road is one of the best examples of an 

Edwardian house in the village. This was the home of Fred Baccus and 

the site of his mason’s yard. The elaborate hand carved stonework is 
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very unusual for a house of this size. It is also highly detailed inside with 

a mosaic floor in the hall and delightful plaster ceilings. 

43-37 Station Road 

These four houses, on the other side of the road, date from 1860 and 

have brick cornices and shaped lintels. The garage for Charles Parker’s 

taxi, a 1912 Rolls Royce still stands and his decorations of cobbles and 

pebbles around the walls of No. 43 were the product of many trips to the 

seaside. 

35-29 Station Road 

Where these houses now stand there was another grove of trees called 

Fox’s Grove, perhaps connected to the fox hounds in Dog Kennel Lane 

in the 18th century. The grove stretched right across to Water Lane. 

Grove Cottage - 27 Station Road 

This house has a blocked window to avoid the “Window Tax” and was 

the home of Charles Willson, the last of a renowned firm of builders, who 

followed his father John by doing a vast amount of church restoration 

work under many celebrated architects including Sir Gilbert Scott and G 

F Bodley. 

Dwyer-Joyce Close 

Named after two well loved village doctors, this was the site of 

Hazeldene Joinery Works and builder’s yard of Frank Unwin who built 

many houses in the village. Mr Unwin’s house is now a dentists. 

21 Station Road 

On the other side of the road stood a small building built in the last [19th] 

century as a bootmaker’s shop for Bill Bedingfield. He was a boot 

repairer as well as being a boot maker who could make a pair of boots 

from scratch by hand. He was a kindly man who had a wooden leg and 

walked with crutches. Parents would send their children to him with old 

boots for repair. “Mother says: “Can you mend these?”” He would look at 

them and say “Tell your mother I’ll do what I can with them as the laces 

are still good!” During the 1914-18 War this building became known as 

“The War Office” and many local characters called here to discuss the 

progress of the war. In the village it was believed that the war was 

decided here. At the end, when there was some doubt as to whether the 
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war was over or not, a Union Flag was hoisted here and it was then 

taken for granted that the war was over. 

Bell Cottage – 15b Station Road 

Although now a private dwelling it was originally built as a telephone 

exchange hence the name. 

Sumpter House 

Opposite is a modern black Sumpter House which is a development 

containing solicitors and accountants offices as well as shops. This was 

built on the site of the old Bon Marché which was demolished in 1992. 

Principally a draper’s shop it was a favourite spot for children at 

Christmas time, with a window full of toys and a mechanical Father 

Christmas bringing out toys from his bag at intervals. The two shops to 

the right were built in 1908. The first was originally a baker’s shop 

occupied by Arthur Baker, who made bread, cakes and also had a tea 

room. The second was a general supplies store which was run by Mr 

Bullock who was in charge of the Boy’s Brigade in the village for a long 

time. 

The Old House 

Next is a delightful house which dates from the 16th century and contains 

many interesting features. It is believed to have been the home of the 

Sumpter Family and then the Howletts and afterwards the Taylors and 

their descendants the Rowleys. When it was Howletts Farm there was a 

whole range of farm buildings, with a huge barn attached to the house. 

These were destroyed by a fire about 1900. The house is said to be 

haunted and contains two priest’s hiding holes. There is no evidence for 

the story that there was an underground passage linking the house to 

Histon Manor. In fact there is no cellar. 

5 & 3 Station Road 

This was Tom Norman’s grocers, bakers and general shop. He would 

supply anything you wanted and if it was not in stock he would get it 

quickly. He was at times a frightening character to children who 

misbehaved. But on Plough Monday, just after Christmas, he would 

scatter the remains of his stock of nuts on the road and empty a box of 

oranges on the Green so that the children could scramble for them on 

their way home from school which was at the other end of the street. 

The business was sold to the Co-op in 1929. 
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The Boot Public House 

The Building to the left and rear was the Clubroom. During the last 

century The Friendly Society movement was a great service to people, 

supplying medical attention and a small weekly payment to the sick. The 

contributions to these Clubs were mostly collected in public houses. At 

that time it was thought to be wrong for women and young people to 

enter a public house so most built clubrooms with a separate entrance. 

These rooms were also used for property and other sales and public 

meetings. The Histon Baptist Church held its first meeting in the 

clubroom of “The Rose and Crown”. At “The Boot” the clubroom door 

has been filled in and the room turned into a lounge with a new 

extension to the left. 

The main building is timber framed although now enclosed in brick. It is 

unique in having three roofs, one on top of the other: the original reed 

thatch, then black corrugated iron sheets and now a tiled roof. The north 

wing is a little later but was originally panelled in oak with an interesting 

piece of Jacobean strapwork over the fireplace. This has all gone and 

the front parlour and tap room made into one room. 

Games were important in public houses: shove ha’penny, dominoes, 

table skittles and darts were all played at “The Boot” and on summer 

evening quoits were played in the yard. A square patch of clay, wet 

enough for the quoits to stick into, was formed and large metal quoits, 

weighing between five and seven pounds were thrown at a mark. This 

was hard work and much beer was consumed. ”The Boot” was also the 

headquarters of Histon and Impington Cricket Club. Harry Papworth, the 

landlord, presented the Papworth Cup to the winning cricket team every 

year. 

In the yard is the old brewery built by the Papworth Family in 1850. This 

was the last brewery working in Histon and when it closed the brewer, 

Joe Diver, joined Chivers and filled bottles with fruit instead of beer. In 

the garden is the stone carried by Moses Carter, the Histon Giant, from 

the Ballast Hole in Park Lane and put at “The Boot” corner. Adjoining the 

yard is the site of the small shop of Butler Brothers and the Public 

Benefit Meat Company, the first retailer of frozen meat in Histon. Next to 

this was the Brewhouse of “The Barley Mow” which became Mrs Murfitt’s 

sweet shop and later a grocer’s. 
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2a & 4 High Street 

Before any buildings existed there was another grove of trees known as 

“Turtles Grove” which covered the area from the corner of the Green up 

to the site of the Methodist Chapel. The houses were built by Charles 

Love, the butcher. John Lee, the landlord of “The Red Lion”, had a lot of 

valuable hay which Charles Love wanted. After much argument they 

decided to exchange the haystacks for the newly built houses. John Lee 

gave up the public house and moved into the first house and lived there 

until he died. 

The Post Office 

This was built for Fred Brown in 1950 and replaced the former “Variety 

Shop” opened by the Misses Lane and Phillips and used for some time 

as a post office. It was originally single storey, the upper floor being 

added in 1981. 

Balfour’s Newsagents 

Another floor was added to this building too. Built as a single storey 

bicycle shop by Whiteheads of Cottenham: it was later used as a fish 

shop and then a garage. 

Barker’s Bakers 

This was Maskell’s the watchmaker’s shop and then Hibbett’s grocery 

and vegetable store, now it is a bakers. 

16 & 18 High Street 

These houses with the bay windows were Peter Tolliday’s house which 

had a builder’s yard and workshop. Number 16 has been turned into 

offices with the surveyors next door. 

Methodist Chapel.  

Built in 1896 as the Matthews’ Memorial Church in memory of Richard 

Matthews, an important member of the legal profession and a member 

of a very old Histon family. The Church and Schoolroom were enlarged 

in 1928. 

The Barley Mow 

This public house, restored by Peter Tolliday, was formerly thatched. 

The billiard room has been pulled down, but the clubroom with a 
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separate door remains. This was the headquarters of the Histon 

Rangers Football Club. The last recorded “Horkey Supper”, to celebrate 

the end of harvest, was held here. The men were entertained both on 

Friday night and Saturday morning by S H Rowley, who owned one of 

the largest farms in Histon. 

Raper’s Yard 

Where the plumbers’ merchants now stands was a row of thatched 

cottages at right angles to the road, the property of Ephraim Raper, they 

housed many village families for centuries. 

11-15 High Street 

To the left stood George Tolliday’s cycle shop and John Tolliday’s 

blacksmiths. NatWest bank, No 11 was, for over a century Histon Post 

Office administered, until 1938, by several generations of the Tolliday 

family. 

Barclays Bank was for years Marshall’s grocer’s shop and before that 

Youngman’s bakers and grocers and general shop and chemists. Mr 

Youngman was a colourful character who wore a brown velvet jacket 

and a smoking cap. He decorated his windows with huge bottles of 

coloured water and did a bit of dispensing. He made pills of which he 

was very proud: he called them “Youngman’s Early Risers” and said 

they were known all over the world. “They even came from Girton to 

fetch them”, he said. He also brewed beer and ran a beer shop. 

17-23 High Street 

What is now Tyler’s Estate Agents with an opticians on the first floor was 

originally a barber’s shop build for Algy Brett. The next building has been 

rebuilt and was a shop and two cottages and included Algy’s first 

barber’s shop. It was Smith’s shop repair shop for many years. 

Florists and Betting Shop 

On the opposite side of the road where the flower and betting (previously 

the laundrette) shops now stand were four nondescript cottages 

belonging to the Carter Family: they were repaired many times and were 

a mixture of wood, plaster and brickwork. In one of these lived Dick Pont 

and here he made his hot rock and hanky pankies which he and his wife 

sold at all the village feasts in the area for many years. At the rear is a 

telephone exchange which was opened in 1969. 
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Vine Cottage- 28 High Street 

This cottage was also once part of the Carter estate and “Hairmasters” 

has been built in part of the garden. The cottage is a wooden framed 

building with a brick facing at the front which was added at a later date. 

The Gables – High Street 

Once the home of the farmer Henry Ainger who, in the early 19th century, 

was the biggest landowner in Histon. The oldest part of the house is 

probably 18th century and is made of clay hods. The east wing and 

various additions are mostly of Histon bricks. About 1860 the building 

was covered with patterns of pargetting and some of these remain at the 

sides and the back. The base of the garden wall to the left is made of 

odd pieces of stone probably from the demolished church of St 

Etheldreda. 

A previous owner was Mr Roberts who was the head of the X-ray 

department at Addenbrookes Hospital. His wife, who kept horses in the 

paddock, was the sister-in-law of Clement Atlee, the Labour Prime 

Minister after the \war. 

The road that is now Home Close once led to extensive farm buildings 

and fields. 

The Red Lion 

Built by Twiss Patterson about 1840, an old photograph shows it with 

advertising for luncheons, dinner and teas,  cycle store, good stabling 

etc. painted on the wall. In the days when horses were the main source 

of power on the farm, farmers and smallholders insured their horses with 

the Histon, Impington and Girton Stock Club. The Club had a set of rules 

which were strictly enforced. When  animals were sick or died the vet. 

employed by the Club would come and examine them and outline the 

treatment or issue a certificate. Some of these certificates are still in 

existence and show comments such as “The animal is past work and 

should be destroyed”. The owners did not like this but were pleased with 

the compensation paid by the Club when the horse died or was put 

down. The highlight, for the members of the Club, was the Annual 

Dinner which was held in the public houses in the village in rotation. The 

last one was held here at “The Red Lion”. The menu was the same each 

year: a choice of beef or mutton, with potatoes, horse radish and plenty 

of asparagus. One old farmer was said to have eaten this with both 
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hands. This was followed by fruit pies: the whole lot washed down with 

large quantities of the best ale. After the meal they were entertained by 

themselves and others with songs and a good time was had by all. Sadly 

the Club ended with the demise of horses on the land. 

In the Tap Room of “The Red Lion” a popular pub game called “Ringing 

the Bull” was played. A large hook, originally this was a horn, was fixed 

on the wall and an iron ring, from a bull’s nose, was suspended from the 

ceiling in the middle of the room. The player stood at the other end of the 

room and tried to throw the ring, in an arc, onto the hook. This required a 

lot of practice. 

Shops, Library & Store 

This group of modern buildings replaced a farmyard with a large barn 

and four brick and slate cottages which stood next to the brook. Then 

came a pair of thatched cottages that had been converted from an 

ancient dovehouse and further along were stables and a barn which 

were attached to the old 18th century house that was used as a draper’s 

shop. Coulson, Richman and Veall were the occupiers, with the usual 

display of fancy goods and toys at Christmas time. 

School Hill 

This area is one of the most altered parts of the village. Until the brick 

culvert, which runs from next to the bus stop to behind the old school, 

was made in 1856 the Brook was open right across the roads that is now 

School Hill and there were water splashes in both directions. The oak 

tree in the middle was planted in 1936 by a headmaster of the Perse 

School, Dr Rouse, who was a great classical scholar and lived in Histon 

Manor, he also provided the seat which was restored in 1981 by the 

Village Society. The Women’s Institute which meets in the Church 

School Hall planted the two cherry trees by the bus shelter. 

1-3 School Hill 

Built for the Drs Dwyer-Joyce and now partly used as offices, the first 

house replaced a large thatched cottage which had been burnt down 

many years before. For a time the ground was used as a school garden 

and the schoolmaster’s house to the right was built on part of the site. 

Schoolmaster John Churchill and later Mr Davies lived there. 
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The Church School 

From 1722 the school was held in the Parish Church, then in 1840 the 

section of the building with the lower roof was constructed. To the right 

the part with the higher roof and decorated red brick was built about 

1872 when the school was held up as a model for the county. On 

becoming a board school in 1893 the south wing, to the left, was added. 

When the new school was built in 1912, this building became redundant 

and was handed back to the Church and the south wing was used as a 

Church Institute. During the 1914-18 War the whole building was a Red 

Cross Hospital. The additions made at the rear are still used by the Red 

Cross. After the war the south wing was let to the “Comrades of the 

Great War” now known as the “Royal British Legion”, for a club room. 

During World War II the building was completely taken over by the Army 

and after the War the south wing was again let to the Legion and used 

as a club until their new premises were built in Saffron Road. The whole 

of the building is still used for church activities. 

2 Park Lane 

On the far corner of Park Lane is the house built by Fred Baccus, the 

stonemason, which had his first showroom at the front with a workshop 

at the back. Mr Doggett later used this for his milk business. Next door 

was a large thatched house, the first post office. There Richard 

Gawthrop, letter receiver, displayed in his window, the letters to be 

collected. 

18-16 School Hill 

The pair of modern houses replaced 18th century cottages with a 

mansard roof. One was once Jim Moore’s bakehouse and shop, later to 

be Tom Goldsmith’s fried fish shop. 

Brook House – 14 School Hill 

The Ainger Family built this house for their tenant farmer Ambrose 

Gardener in about 1860. 
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A Third Ramble Around the Village [Booklet 11] 

Route: (Windmill Lane to Stone Corner, via Winders Lane, back along 

Cottenham Road, down Bell Hill and return to School Hill) June 1986 

Leader Mrs D Oates 

Windmill Lane 

Brook House on School Hill was mentioned in our Second Walk. This 

house was formerly occupied by Mr Edward Prior the butcher who now 

lives in a modern house which was built in the garden and is No 2 

Windmill Lane. The west side of the road was formerly garden land 

belonging to Mr James Moore’s old baker’s shop, later Mr Goldsmith’s 

fish and chip shop, on School Hill, on which are now private houses. 

Continuing along the east side is the firm of Torvac, who do very 

advanced work in Electron Beam Welding and High Vacuum Furnaces 

employing a workforce of approximately 60. They have won the Queen’s 

Award for Industry. Much of the property on the east of Windmill Lane 

has been owned by the Todd family for nearly 200 years. 

At the front of Torvac’s car park previously stood a row of five brick and 

thatched cottages with steps up to their front doors as a safeguard 

against flooding from the nearby stream. The double-fronted one at the 

end where Mr Cornell lived had farm buildings attached and at one time 

was a Beer House called “The Windmill”. There may have been a 

windmill here previously, which would have been a prominent landmark. 

At the top of Windmill Lane, opposite Mr Prior’s butcher’s shop, was 

another very old whitewashed and thatched cottage – this cottage had 

just a ladder for the stairs. Mr Marsland who was the last occupant kept 

large numbers of rabbits for breeding. These cottages were all 

demolished in about 1959. 

Narrow Lane 

Moving into Narrow Lane we come to some big gates. Inside are three 

very old houses. Mrs Smith (nee Todd) still lives in the first house, the 

second is used by Messrs Torvac as an office and the third is privately 

occupied. The roof is peg tiles and the chimney stacks are about 300 

years old. 

A little further into the yard we come to what was Mr C J Ison’s 

workshop, now part of Messrs Torvac: he was a wheelwright, carpenter 

and undertaker and a very versatile man doing many specialised jobs. 
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Before Mr Ison had the workshop it belonged to Mr Edward Todd, 

another carpenter and joiner. During the last war a basket of incendiary 

bombs was dropped on to part of Mr Ison’s workshop one night. This 

should have burst and scattered over a large area but fortunately for 

everyone around it fell in one place causing a single large blaze. Next 

comes the new brick house belonging to one of the descendants of the 

Todd Family. 

Note that the area of Windmill Lane and the Torvac works (plus the three 

houses) has since been demolished and a development of Sheltered 

Retirement Homes, called Windmill Grange, now stands on the site. 

No 12 Narrow Lane - was built for Mr Albert Todd when he married 

about ninety years ago. It is Victorian, has a balustrade and slated roof. 

Just beyond this was a row of small cottages, demolished to make way 

for the entrance to Priors Close, named after Mr Edward Prior the 

butcher. This is where James Smith lived, the young ploughman who 

became a Baptist Minister about 1864. He helped clear the site for the 

first Baptist Chapel built in 1858, now Messrs Korten’s on The Green. 

James Smith went to Spurgeon’s College and had a distinguished 

career as a Minister, he died about 1897. 

Coming back along the other side of Narrow Lane, we remember the 

house on the corner called Linden House where Mr & Mrs Bert Papworth 

lived. It was a farmhouse with farm buildings and a large garden and 

field adjacent where they kept sheep. Mr Papworth was a sheep dealer. 

In 1966 this was pulled down and Symonds Close and houses and part 

of Narrow Lane were built there. 

Violet Cottage - also belonged to Mr Bert Papworth, this is an unusual 

brick-built thatched cottage, possibly Victorian, with an older 

chimneystack which leads one to suspect that it may have been rebuilt 

at some time. It was once occupied by his son Mr Fred Papworth, who 

transported sheep to the various butchers, etc. in big lorries with “Here 

comes Papworth” on the front and “There goes Papworth” on the back. 

Some of you will remember seeing those lorries and the signs. We now 

come to Mr Prior’s Butcher’s Shop which Mrs Bert Papworth had built, 

with Mr Reg Haird as the butcher. Afterwards Mr Warboys from 

Oakington had the shop for a little while but it has been Mr Prior’s for 

over 50 years now. (Mr Prior died in 1989.) 
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Kingsway 

At the side of the butcher’s shop is Kingsway – named after Mr Philip J 

King, a local builder who in about 1925 built and owned the twelve 

houses. He lived and had his builder’s yard where Major Turney now 

lives. at No 9 Church Street 

Church Street 

No 1 Church Street. Where the modem house is now built was formerly 

another small cottage and Mr George Kirk’s blacksmith’s shop where 

people took their horses to be shod. He was there for about 20 years. 

No 2 Church Street, here Mr & Mrs McGeorge live, formerly belonged 

to the Burkett Family, as is the land where Nos 2a & 2b are built. Burkett 

Way was named after them. The gate on No 2 was renewed by Mr Ison 

about 60 years ago. Note the “acorns” on the gatepost and the old 

fixtures which allow the gate to close on its own weight [replaced at 

some stage]. There is also an old pump preserved in the garden. 

No 3 Church Street the home of Mr Frank and Miss Gertrude Pettitt. 

Miss Pettitt is now 101 years old. Their parents lived there before them. 

(Both Frank and Gertrude Pettitt have since died. Gertie dying in 

Etheldred House in 1990 at the great age of 105) 

Nos 5 & 7 Church Street are Edwardian, but there is nothing 

exceptional about them. Our village ventriloquist and conjurer, Mr 

George Grimwood, lived at No 5 for a time. He entertained children and 

adults at parties in the area and was very popular. Mr Grimwood was 

Clerk to the Parish Council from 1930-38 and died at a fairly early age. 

Mr Fred Ward lived at No 7. He was a taxidermist and did work for the 

University – he bred mice in a shed standing just inside the gate. 

Now we come to a group of carefully preserved listed buildings. This part 

of the village has changed less during this century than any other. 

Nos 4 & 6 Church Street are listed buildings, 17th century, now one 

house. It is timber framed with rough cast render, a long straw thatched 

roof and a local red brick ridge stack. It has horizontal sliding sash 

windows, also two flush panelled 19th century doors. The house formerly 

belonged to the Rook family and then to their descendants the Wallis 

family for many years – they were Market Gardeners and Nurserymen. 

On the deeds of 1813 the land, which went back to Clay Street, was 

called Nun’s Orchard. In 1969 the land was sold and the new estate 
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Nun’s Orchard built on it. It was on this garden at the Clay Street end 

that our local giant Moses Carter lived from 1801 – 1860. Mrs Rook 

carried on a Cottage Industry here for girls to work with swansdown, 

trimming babies bonnets etc. Mr Robert Rook bought the property in 

1813 for £150 from someone in Trumpington. At the time of our Ramble 

in June 1986 the house was on the market for sale by local estate 

agents at an asking price of £110,000. 

No 8 Church Street. The King William IVth Public House, known locally 

as “The King Bill”. A 17th century listed building with early 19th century 

brick casing, now painted. It was originally thatched, then a galvanised 

iron roof was put on and now has a modern plain tiled roof. The interior 

shows the exposed timber framing and timber framed truss of the 

original building. The pub is believed to have been built on part of the 

garden of Nos 4 & 6 as the deeds showed a discrepancy of 25 poles; 

also a Miss Rook was married to Mr Philip Papworth, who was licensee 

at one time. [For history of pubs in the villages see our publication 

“Cheers”] 

Nos 10 & 12 Church Street - two 17th century thatched cottages, again 

listed buildings. They are timber framed and plastered, with local red 

brick chimney stack. Mr Harold Muncey who lives at No 12 said that 

when he did repairs to the front room about 20 years ago he found a 

number of stones from St Etheldreda’s church which he re-used. Many 

old houses in Histon can also boast likewise as the church was used as 

a quarry. St Etheldreda’s was the church which stood in Mr Rowley’s 

grounds between his house and the present church and was 

sacrilegiously pulled down about 1600 by Sir Francis Hinde, who used 

the materials to enlarge Madingley Hall. 

The modern porch was made from old beams taken from the belfry of St 

Andrew’s church when the bells were rehung on a metal frame in 1933. 

The bell in the pargetting reflects Mr Muncey’s bell ringing interests. 

The old gas lamp in the garden used to be in Bell Hill at the end of the 

lane to the church and before that it was near the west gate of the 

church. (My husband made the sign “To the Church”). The old well is not 

working now, most old houses in Church End had wells, some shared 

with their neighbours, probably all these are now filled in. The Vicarage 

had three wells for drinking water, with another in the garden for rain 

water. The main one near the scullery is worked by a wheel (it still 

works) and the coachman, Mr John Diver, used to pump the slate tank in 
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the roof full each morning! Most of the wells at this end of the village 

were about 20 – 25 feet deep. 

The house next door, No 10, has only one bedroom, not very big with a 

very low ceiling, but this didn’t stop Mr & Mrs Biggs having six children. 

The Blacksmith’s shop - we move along to Mr Muncey’s old 

blacksmith’s shop which stands next to the King Bill. He is very sorry he 

cannot be with us but has left it unlocked so that we can look inside. We 

see that it has been left just the same as it was when it was used in 

1956 by Mr Robert Green, the last blacksmith here. A blacksmith’s shop 

is always dim so that he can see when the iron is red. The forge is 

complete with the old cinders and the water tank at the front  for 

quenching the hot iron, also the pump and bellows at the back for 

blowing up the fire. All the old tools are hanging at the ready on a rail 

between the forge and the anvil, and the special horseshoe nails are 

also there. The horses were taken into the back part and tethered to 

‘ringles’ (metal rings) on the wall to await their turn before being led into 

the shop to be shod. 

The blacksmith’s shop has been used just a few times since, when Mr 

Ken Oates, Mr Muncey and his son Bill made part of the bell frame for 

the additional two bells at the church in 1968. 

No 9 Church Street - we cross the road to No 9, the home of Major and 

Mrs Bill Turney (both active members of the Village Society, Bill for many 

years being Treasurer). This is another listed building, late 18th or early 

19th century. It is timber framed and rough cast rendered and has a plain 

tile mansard roof. The windows still have the original panelled shutters 

and it has an attractive panelled door. 

The house originally belonged to Histon Manor until it was sold by Mr 

William Peed in 1892 to the Papworth family who were living there. Mr 

Charles Papworth was a butcher and the early butcher’s shop and 

slaughter house can still be seen alongside the road, the high doors 

facing the road were for ventilation and there were many large barns and 

buildings in the yard (some are still there). This shop was used until the 

“new” shop and slaughterhouse were built at the entrance to Narrow 

Lane, now Mr Prior’s. 

In 1900 Mr & Mrs Philip King came to live here. Mr King was a builder 

and built an extension on the back of the house. He also owned Nos 10 

& 12 and the blacksmith’s shop opposite. He was a local builder for 50 
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years. His yard, carpenter’s shop and paint shop were here, his 

wheelwright’s shop was at The Bell, the painter’s shop where he painted 

and repaired carts and carriages is now Mr Muncey’s garage, and of 

course the blacksmith’s shop is still there. Mr Harry Pattle who lived at 3 

Bell Hill, one of a pair of cottages built by Mr King, was an early 

blacksmith to work for him, but he became ill with TB and went to 

Papworth to live. 

Mr King was a Churchwarden and worked at the church quite often, his 

last job being the restoration of the tower. A new roof was put on and it 

is an excellent piece of work; it was done in the 1920s. Mr King then built 

a new house for himself behind the Church School, No. 1 Park Lane and 

the Turney family came to live here. 

NB Some of the salvaged bricks from this property were used in the 

restoration of the Village Pump on The Green. This was the Society’s 

restoration project in 1984/85. 

No 14 Church Street - this is an attractive Victorian House built in about 

1860 with a large garden, now built on. Note the ornamental dentil 

course under the gutter and on the chimneys, also the red brick string 

course decoration. Mr Allen Symonds lived here at one time, he was a 

farmer and cattle dealer, and Symonds Close was named after him. Dr 

Ruel lives here now. 

Winders Lane 

This was named after John Winders who in the 18th century had land 

here and lived nearby. It is an adopted lane but has no kerb, which is 

quite unusual in our village today. We walk through this old lane, past 

the modern houses, and come to Clay Street. 

Clay Street 

Standing here and looking to the right was the site of the Old Farm, for 

some time run by Mr & Mrs Roland Pegg who lived at No 27 Clay Street. 

Mrs Pegg still lives there. They had a milk business as well as farming, 

and also carried on his father Mr Percy Pegg’s coal business from 

Cambridge Road. The new semi-detached properties recently 

constructed are on the site of Old Farm yard 

We remember that before Clay Street was extended through to Narrow 

Lane it ended with a house and garden crosswise to the road. The 

house was called “Quiet Corner” after someone remarked how quiet it 
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was there. In about 1966 the house was demolished. The name plate 

was retrieved and Mr Clive Gooding of 3 / 4 Kingsway, grandson of the 

people who first named the house, has recently erected it on  his house. 

To the left we see the footpath which runs between Old Farm and 

Etheldred House, this was called “The Thoroughfare” and originally went 

through a field to Cottenham Road. The Cottenham Road end has now 

been built on. Next we come to come some recently built old people’s 

bungalows, built on the site of a pair of semi-detached houses one of 

which had a huge mural depicting a castle painted on the gable end wall. 

On to Etheldred House – a home for the elderly built in 1969. A former 

public house called “The Garden Gate” stood here, this was delicensed 

in 1918 and was then used as a private house for many years. Its 

garden stretched to Cottenham Road where part of the Greenleas old 

people’s bungalows are built. 

Opposite Etheldred House was Dodd’s Pond where Moses Carter, our 

local giant, washed himself and his clothes. This was filled in and 

drained in 1936.  

Cottenham Road 

The row of cottages Nos 28 to 34 all belonged to the well-known family 

of Stead. On No 28 you will notice a blank window to avoid the Window 

Tax, this tax was abolished in 1851 – more recently a small window has 

been made in the centre of it. Next door stood an old thatched house 

belonging to Mr Alfred Stead, son of an early local schoolmaster Mr 

John Stead. The garden behind the cottages has since been built on and 

is now Alstead Road after Alfred Stead. 

Next we come to No 36, Stone Corner Cottage, a listed building 

tastefully restored a few years ago by the owner Mr Ray Wynn. It is 

timber framed and plastered, and has a thatched hipped roof with gables 

and has had various alterations carried out over the years. It has a 14th 

century (or possibly earlier) open hall with 16th century alterations. More 

recently it was used as two houses for Mr Rowley’s workers and is now 

made into one again. Mr & Mrs Wynn kindly invited us into their garden 

and told us about the alterations they had carried out. One thing was 

that an old stick oven has been uncovered and this has been carefully 

preserved. 
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(Since our walk we hear that further investigations have been made, 

which suggest that Stone Corner Cottage was an early manse for the old 

St Etheldreda’s church which was owned by Eynsham Abbey in 

Oxfordshire.) 

Stone Corner. An old brick and thatched house had stood on this corner 

adjacent to No 36. It was a very sharp corner and two large stones were 

placed at the corner of the house to stop traffic from bumping into it. 

These gave it the name “Stone Corner” and Mr Wynn has perpetuated 

this by calling his house next door “Stone Corner Cottage”. The old 

house was pulled down and the corner widened when the council 

houses further along were built in 1929. 

On the other side of the road, where Croft Close and Barrowcrofts are 

now, was Mr Rowley’s large grass field known as “The Meadow”. Mr 

Rowley (a local landowner of Abbey Farm) kindly allowed the children to 

play in it, football, cricket and all kinds of games, and to climb the trees. 

Cowslips, violets and other wild flowers grew in the back part of the field. 

At the entrance to Croft Close was a stile where we got into the 

meadow. 

From Croft Close along the back of the gardens of Abbey Estate down to 

Mr Rowley’s drive was a lane called Penny Lane. This was shown on all 

old maps. 

We will now turn back towards the Church. The houses on either side 

are just pre-war, 1936. This area was known as Abbey Estate, named 

after Abbey Farm. Note the most recent houses near the corner have 

modern stucco work which replaced plastic boarding. 

No 1 Cottenham Road - Set well back on this corner just before St 

Andrew’s Park is a very elegant house where Mr & Mrs Littlewort live. 

This formerly belonged to the Rowley family: first Mr & Mrs Sidney 

Rowley then Miss Mildred Rowley lived there, Miss Rowley was 

Commandant of the local British Red Cross hospitals first at the Firs and 

then at the Church School during the First World War and had an active 

band of Red Cross nurses and helpers. Over 1,000 patients passed 

through the hospital. She was awarded the M.B.E.  and accompanied by 

her Q.M. Miss Florrie Saunders at Buckingham Palace said “The honour 

reflects great credit on all my staff”. 

The house replaced an older thatched house built nearer the road which 

was lived in by Mr & Mrs George Bunn. Mr Bunn was coachman to Mr 
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Smith Rowley who lived at Abbey Farm. The land where St Andrew’s 

Park is built was an orchard. Before this an old map shows that it 

belonged to John Winders, he had his house and farm buildings here 

and also land in Winders Lane, thus giving his name to the lane. 

[For details of St Andrews Church see our Booklet No 27, 3rd Editon] 

Next we come to the Vicarage, built for Canon Underwood in 1865 to 

replace an old thatched vicarage. It is built in red brick with a slate roof 

and has three storeys, probably the only three storeyed house in Histon 

and Impington since the one on the Green was burned down in 1945. 

Note the interesting brick wall. At the time of our walk the Vicarage was 

for sale. The old tithe barn stood opposite the Vicarage in the close 

which is now built upon, called Tithe Barn Close. 

Bell Hill 

No 5 – standing outside Bell House we are looking at another listed 

building,  originally the Bell Inn, built in the mid to late 16th century. This 

old, formerly thatched and rendered house was being demolished about 

20 years ago and there was an outcry. All that was left was the frame 

when it was realised that it was well worth saving. It was re-roofed and 

restored by Mr Terry Symonds who also exposed the beams, giving it its 

present appearance. Note the beautifully carved door which came from 

the old Impington Hall, it was salvaged by Mr Ken Oates. Note also the 

oak bosses on the dormer windows. The interior had two large inglenook 

hearths. 

The Bell Inn was kept for many years by Miss Sarah Papworth. It was an 

important public house as before Parish Councils were established in 

1894 much of the business of the village was transacted at “The Bell”, so 

much so that it was known locally as “The House of Lords”. After 

attending church on Sunday evenings the village worthies gathered here 

for refreshment and to discuss with the Vicar the Rev. W.C.Cooke, what 

they thought of his sermon. 

A very small proportion of the older men and women living in the village 

could read or write. During the Crimean War (1853-1856) Philip Chivers, 

brother to Stephen Chivers who founded the Factory, was paid 6d a 

night to read the war news at the Bell which in those days served as 

headquarters for various village activities. 
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The Ancient Shepherds Club had its HQ here. Before the days of 

Unemployment Insurance and the advent of the Welfare State, the 

Friendly Societies performed a very real service to the community by 

collecting subscriptions and paying money to members when they were 

sick or out of work. 

Mr George Love bought The Bell in 1922 and agreed not to sell liquor 

there. He made it into two houses. Mr & Mrs Tom Smith lived in one half, 

Mrs Smith kept a sweet shop there which was open at all hours and 

Sundays too, where people liked to call and chat.  

No 8 - On the other side of Bell Hill (east side) is a 17th century listed 

cottage. It is timber framed and plastered and has a thatched roof. The 

original red brick chimney stack is interesting and worth looking at. 

As we walk down Bell Hill we note that most of the houses belonged to 

the Manor Estate at one time for their employees amd were sold when 

Mr Harding left the Manor in 1927. Church Lane was also sold. Behind 

the high wall on the left were the stables, coach house and their own 

blacksmith’s shop. Mr John Crane converted them into a house and 

workshop and lived there for a time. About 20 years ago Mr Chris 

Muncey bought and occupied it. It is now awaiting further development. 

The modern bungalow next door, of unusual design, was built about 17 

years ago. 

The land down to Park Lane was the Manor kitchen garden, some of the 

wall is still standing. This part has now been built on. 

The Lodge.- At the bottom of the hill we come to the gates of the Manor 

and the mid 19th century lodge standing just inside. We see this is an 

octagonal building with a projecting porched entrance. It has an 

attractive slate roof with a central octagonal chimney stack. It has 

recently been beautifully restored. 

Histon Manor House - Professor & Mrs St Joseph live here. Although 

we did not go into the grounds here are a few details. It has many 

attractive features. It is early 19th century, possibly encasing part of an 

earlier building. It has a cast stone Tuscan portico with stone steps up to 

a wide nine-panelled door and semi-circular fanlight with side lights. To 

the west side is an attractive topiary garden and a fountain. Behind this 

is a Jacobean doorway into the churchyard. There is a sundial on the 

red brick wall with signs of the zodiac on it. The wall is 18th century with 

dentil brick enrichment to brick coping. 45 trees in the gardens were 
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blown down in the 1986 Spring gales (35 large ones and 10 small ones). 

There is a moat in the grounds of the Manor with a bridge across to an 

island. In the Spring there is a wonderful display of snowdrops on the 

island and elsewhere. 

After our walk we congregated at the Church Hall for coffee and a look 

at a display of old photographs showing the areas we had visited. 

 

 

How Times Have Changed 

Knowing the traffic problems we have in the village today and 

remembering that the only way through the village at that time was by 

the old main road, it is amusing to read in the Parish Council minutes of 

November 1903, the following: 

“Under the Motor Car Act 1903 the Parish Council agreed to recommend 

that 4 signposts were needed, one by the Windmill, one at Cottenham 

Road Corner (near the Church), one at Dog Kennel Lane (Impington 

Lane) and one at Park Lane. These were to be in the form of caution 

boards and limiting the speed to 10mph(!) Whether or not it was 

necessary to place signposts at The Boot Corner, Berry House Corner 

(Budgen’s Corner) and Drages Corner (Stone Corner) was to be left to 

the discretion of the County Council. 
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Village Green, 1905 with “Old  Holler” to the right 

Corner of the Village Green 



34 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poplar Road, c 1905 

Christmas Corner, c 1903 
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Station Road, c 1901 

High Street, c 1905 
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School Hill, c 1910 

Windmill Lane, c 1930 
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Church Street, c 1922 

Clay Street, c 1950 


