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PREFACE 

This book, by its very title would seem to be aimed at those who have an 

interest in philately. This is not so, as the author had skilfully shown that 

anything to do with the post does not just mean letters, it also means people 

and buildings. When viewed in this way, a picture is created of how life in the 

villages has changed over the past one hundred and fifty years. 

The author has produced a book that will have something in it for everyone in 

the villages of Histon and Impington. To some memories will be recalled and to 

others it will be an enlightenment of how their surroundings have evolved. 

R.S. Martin 

Past President, Cambridge Philatelic Society 
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Introduction 

At the beginning of the 19th century the way our postal system operated was 

much different from today - the old system being changed as the result of the 

postal reforms introduced by Sir Rowland Hill. In 1837, he had published his 

‘Post-Office Reforms’ in which he pointed out that the cost of sending a letter 

should be paid by the sender instead of the receiver. Also, the cost should be 

independent of the distance the letter was sent. As a consequence of this, in 

January 1840 the British Parliament decided to introduce its penny post system 

and on May 6th 1840 the first adhesive postage stamp was issued, the 1d black. 

It was the duty of a rural postman to walk the mail into the villages each day 

and usually he had more than one village to walk. One of the Cambridgeshire 

walks was from the Head Post Office through Trumpington, Great and Little 

Shelford, Stapleford, Sawston and Whittlesford to Duxford each day, carrying 

the mail bag. 

Life itself was also very different in the villages. You could get as far as 

Cottenham but then you came to a dead end. Travel was usually on foot and 

by stage coach for longer journeys. The ‘Cottenham High Flyer’, which had a 

staging post at The Boot in Histon, started operating between the Dolphin Inn 

in Cambridge and the Lord Nelson in Cottenham about 1820. The journey took 

four hours in each direction. The Lord Nelson was then run by William Kimpton 

and situated in Cottenham High Street; it was destroyed by fire in 1852. The 

railway arrived in the villages with the opening of the Cambridge to St Ives line 

for passengers on August 17th 1847. Agriculture was the major industry and 

was still very labour intensive. Impington, which originally would have been a 

small scattered community in the vicinity of the parish church, had a 

population in 1801 of 92 (22 families – two fewer than recorded in 1086). By 

the middle of the century it had increased to 273 and in 1901 to 621. The latter 

increase could have been causing by the opening of the first Chivers’ Jam 

Factory, near the station in 1874. Histon has always been a much larger 

community; in 1801 it numbered 523 and at the end of the century about a 

thousand, having had a population of 1011 in the 1851 census. 

  



HISTON POST OFFICE 

The Gawthrops 

The first Histon Post Office of any description was operating by 1847. In those 

days the duties of the postmaster, or as it was usually called then ‘postal 

receiver’, were a lot different from those of today. As the name implies, the 

duties were basically to accept letters to be forwarded on elsewhere and to 

receive inward letters. The latter would then be displayed in his window for 

collection by those to whom they were addressed. The Histon Post Office 

which also served Impington, was the home of Richard and Sarah Gawthrop on 

School Hill. Their large thatched cottage, which was later made into two, was 

finally demolished in 1957. It was Sarah Gawthrop rather than Richard, who 

was described in the 1851 and 1861 censuses as an agricultural labourer, who 

performed the job of postal receiver. The term ‘agricultural labourer’ was very 

common and was used to describe someone who worked on the farms. She 

was provided with an undated circular date-stamp sent from the General Post 

Office in London to the Cambridge Head Office on August 5th 1851 and then 

sent on to Histon. The post in those days would have arrived from Cambridge 

by foot en route to Cottenham before nine o’clock in the morning. Collections 

were then picked up as the mail bag returned to Cambridge in the evening at 

about 5 o’clock. Histon born Sarah was the daughter of James and Elizabeth 

Crane and had married Richard Gawthrop at Histon Parish Church on October 

13th 1818. The spelling of Richard’s surname was altered in the register from 

Galthrop to Gawthrop. Finally in 1857, the Postal Surveyor’s Report indicates 

their demise: “Upon a visit which the Postmaster of Cambridge made to the 

Post Office at Histon, he found that the Sub Postmaster was absent gleaning, 

and that the care of the Office was entrusted to a neighbour (who was not on 

the premises when the Postmaster called) who had not taken the Official 

declaration. This Sub-Postmaster was dismissed in 1855 but on his promises of 

amendment he was restored”. Subsequently, the post office was moved from 

the Gawthrop’s to its new home in the High Street with Mary Tolliday taking 

over as postal receiver. Here it was to stay for about eighty years. Sarah 

Gawthrop died on December 6th 1866, aged sixty-eight, and was buried in 

Histon Churchyard. Her husband, Richard, had died three years earlier aged 

seventy-six. 



The Tollidays 

With the appointment of Mrs Tolliday it was the start of three generations of 

the family running the village post office. In addition another son later became 

the Sub Postmaster at Grantchester and a further member of the family was 

also to become Sub Postmaster of the post office in Cambridge’s Grantchester 

Street. The appointment of Mary Tolliday is recorded in the Cambridge 

Independent on December 5th 1857. The post office was accommodated in 

their home, which today is number 11 High Street and is (has been) occupied 

by the National Westminster Bank. 

Mary Tolliday was the daughter of wheelwright Joseph Wilson and was born in 

Histon on March 24th 1809; she was already a widow when she took over the 

post office. Her late husband, Charles, had been a blacksmith and had died on 

October 30th 1850. They had five children. John (who later succeeded her as 

postmaster), George (who became the village postman), Elizabeth, Lucy and 

Charles (who later became Sub Postmaster at Grantchester). Charles was born 

in the January of 1851, four months after his father’s death. During most of her 

tenure the post still arrived in the village by foot. It was not until the latter part 

of the 1860’s that a cart was used on the Histon/Cottenham run. Mary Tolliday 

died on September 18th 1870 and her eldest son John, took over at the post 

office. 

John, who became a very influential figure in both parishes, had been born in 

Histon in 1842. At the time of taking over from his mother, Histon had a 

population of just under a thousand. The village still had only one delivery and 

collection of its mail. It was not until the early 1880’s that the village got a 

second delivery and collection. The first delivery, which arrived at 7am, was 

taken by the postman to your door; the second, which arrived at 11am, was 

only available to callers at the post office. 

Quite often in those days the duties of Sub Postmaster were only a side-line 

occupation and many had other jobs. In John’s case the Kelly’s Directory 

describes him also as a blacksmith and whitesmith, a whitesmith being one 

who finishes ironwork. Being a blacksmith was certainly in his blood as both his 

father and then later his younger brother, Charles became blacksmiths too. In 

1883 the post office was able to extend its services to the villagers when on 



October 1st it also became a Money Order Office and Savings Bank. Until then 

villagers would have to go to Cottenham for these services. The Cottenham 

post office was then being run by Henry Franklin from his Chemist’s Shop in 

the High Street, although it was soon to move to W.C. Graves’ Cottenham 

Supply Stores on the corner of Lamb’s Lane and the High Street. At this time, 

there was still no telegraph office. This finally arrived in 1897, after the Parish 

of Impington agreed to join with Histon in covering any deficiencies, should 

they arise, in the cost of the working of the Telegraph Office. On January 11th 

the ‘Deed of Agreement’ was signed by both parishes and the Telegraph Office 

of the General Post Office.  

Other changes during John Tolliday’s time saw the post office provided with 

the first steel date-stamps, which were used to cancel mail, as well as counter 

stamps. He was provided further help which was reported on January 15th, 

1897 in the Cambridge Independent Newspaper: “Histon – Fresh postal 

arrangements. Mr Benton, formerly rural postman for this village and 

Cottenham, now walks over from Cambridge and helps in delivering the 

letters. The second post is brought by the 10.20 train, and mid-day letters 

leave by 12.40 for Cambridge.” The next report in the Cambridge paper 

concerning Histon could easily relate today. “March 12th 1897 – Histon. A very 

necessary alteration has been made in the letter box which will now receive 

envelopes in the current size whereas the former opening was only convenient 

for the shape used thirty years ago.” The Postal arrangements were soon 

about to change again, when on January 1st 1898 a new mail cart started to run 

on the Cambridge Cottenham route via Histon and Oakington. It arrived at 

Histon at 5am and consequently letters were delivered much earlier than 

before. Mr Benton was also employed at this time to walk with letters twice a 

day to Girton. 

Christmas could be just as busy a time for the Histon Post Office as it is today. 

This is confirmed by a report in the Cambridge Independent on January 3rd 

1913. “The business transacted at the Histon Post Office during Christmas is 

very abnormal for a village sub-office and great credit is due to the Postmaster 

(John Tolliday) for the prompt manner in which he and his staff got rid of the 

heavy mails. Notwithstanding that Christmas Greeting Cards etc., are now sent 

to friends much earlier than formerly, yet over 2,000 letters and cards were 



received for delivery on the Tuesday before Christmas Day, over another 3,000 

were received by the early morning mail, which necessitated a relief cart for 

Histon alone on both the Tuesday and Wednesday”. With the outbreak of the 

First World War many village people received their call-ups. Amongst these in 

1916 was John’s son George, who had for a considerable number of years 

acted as the chief postman in both villages. This resulted in a postwoman being 

employed to deliver the mail. 

John Tolliday was to carry on as the village postman until his death on 

Thursday, March 10th 1921 having been confined to bed for two or three days. 

Over the years he had gained a great knowledge of local history and 

geography, and his advice was often called upon with regard to matters of 

boundaries of properties and other legal affairs. All was given freely and he 

was often known as the ‘poor man’s legal advisor’. He had been one of the 

founders of the Court Pride of Histon, Ancient Order of Foresters, and was 

their first secretary, a post he filled for over twenty-five years. He had also 

been a regular member of the congregation at Histon Parish Church, when 

health permitted, and at one stage was a member of Impington Parish Council. 

His funeral service took place in a packed Histon Parish Church. On that day 

many parts of the village had their blinds drawn and even shops closed. 

Probably the best epitaph that could be said of him is ‘that he never made an 

enemy’. 

After the death of her father Amy Tolliday took over running the post office. 

She was his youngest daughter and was then thirty-four, having been born on 

June 3rd at the post office. Although she was known as Amy she was in fact 

Gertrude Amy. The post office also carried the agency for the ‘Weekly News’ 

which her father had started. In the early 1930’s she retired as Sub-

Postmistress and the post office left the Tolliday home. Amy, who did not 

marry, died on April 7th 1955. 

The Floyds 

Frederick A. Floyd was the new Postmaster. He had previously run the ‘Variety 

Shop’, a wooden shop on the site of the present post office that had been 

opened in 1922 by Miss Phillips and Miss Lane. On Fridays these ladies sold a 

wide range of goods including toys, sweets and haberdashery. Soon after Floyd 



took over the running of the post office Histon Parish Council succeeded in 

having a telephone kiosk erected in the village, this being positioned 

immediately outside the new post office. In those days postal addresses were 

not easy for the village postmen, homes were still not numbered and they 

usually had to remember who lived where in a street. However, in 1936 the 

postal authorities requested to the Parish Council that due to the ever 

increasing size of the village, houses in some locations should be numbered. 

The Council therefore requested that residents should assist by numbering 

their houses in West Road, Saffron Road and School Road. All the numbers to 

commence from the High Street, the left hand side to be odd, and the right 

even; numbers to be fitted to their front doors or gates. Previously, to help 

identify particular houses, it had been the practice to give them grand-

sounding names such as ‘Homefields’, ‘The Gables’, ‘The Grove’ and ‘Rowan 

Cottages’. 

 

 

The Variety Shop, Histon 



At the beginning of Floyd’s term of office he had also seen some of the villages’ 

road names being altered. These included Dog Kennel Lane becoming 

Impington Lane, Church End becoming Church Street, Orchard Side which ran 

from Church End to Clay Street becoming Cottenham Road. Quiet Corner 

which was then the part of Clay Street between Winders Lane and Narrow 

Lane, also disappeared from the map. The rough sketch of roads etc. in Histon 

and Impington was drawn at the time with the proposed changes to road 

names. 

When Frederick Arthur Floyd retired he was replaced by one of his sons, W. H. 

Floyd. F.A. Floyd died on August 14th 1954 and is buried in Histon & Impington 

Cemetery along with his wife Ethel and, and another son, Frank. W.H. Floyd 

retired in April 1952. 

 

Histon Post Office c 1940 

 

 

  



 

‘Vesey’ Crane, postman 

 

From Brown to today. 

Sub Postmaster Fred Brown came to Histon from Harpenden. He immediately 

set about a project to improve the post office, which was previously a wooden 

and corrugated iron structure. It took six months to brick around the old 

building, afterwards he proudly aid “We did not stop business for one day’. He 

had employed the services of Cambridge architect, Mr A.O. Cole, to oversee 



the work. The only feature that remained the same from the outside, was the 

wall letter box which could be opened from both inside and outside the post 

office. The new post office opened in 1953 and the Chairman of Histon Parish 

Council, Mr F. Adams, J.P. who attended the opening ceremony, expressed the 

appreciation of the residents of Histon, saying “It is appropriate that this fine 

building should be erected and opened in this glorious Coronation Year”. At 

that time Mr Brown ran the post office in conjunction with a general store but 

later he changed it to a V.G. Grocery Store. 

 

 

Histon Post Office, 1952 

 

The 1960’s was a period of great change at Histon Post Office. At the beginning 

of the decade the office finally received a stamp machine for which the Parish 

Council had been pressing. Then, in 1962, the very popular Fred Brown retired. 

The new owner was a fifty-eight year old ex-N.A.A.F.I man, Albert Geoffrey 

Fellingham. Originally from Eastbourne, Geoffrey Fellingham had worked for 

the N.A.A.F.I. since 1940, serving in many parts of the world, including Cyprus 

and Malaya, and in later years at the Sandhurst College (The Royal Military 



Academy). Before joining the N.A.A.F.I. he had gone into the bacon trade, his 

father being a director of the Danish Bacon Company. In doing so he had been 

sent to Denmark to learn the trade before later working in London and 

Manchester for the company. Shortly after arriving at Histon his father died 

and being the only son he decided he wanted to be nearer to his mother. In 

order to do this he sold the Histon Post Office and bought another shop in 

Hampden Park, Eastbourne. Geoffrey Fellingham died in 1993 aged 88, leaving 

a widow, Winifred who was his second wife and had been an old school friend. 

His first wife had died in 1980. 

Arthur Richardson replaced Geoffrey Fellingham by October 1962. 

Unfortunately he proved unpopular in the village and by October 1964 he was 

replaced by an ex R.A.F. man, William F. Stuart. Flight Lieutenant W.F. Stuart, 

born on August 11th 1909, had retired from the R.A.F. in 1958. During his time 

at Histon the Parish Council made an application for the Post Office to remain 

open to 6pm and they also wanted either Histon or Impington to remain open 

on Saturday afternoon. Both applications to the Postmaster General proved 

unsuccessful. On November 19th 1970 William and Greta Stuart left the village 

to take over a news-agency in London. 

Denis Heptinstall, who had previously been a newsagent, took over as Sub 

Postmaster from William F. Stuart on Friday, November 20th 1970. 

Unlike his predecessor he did not have to cancel the mail posted in the wall 

box on the front of the post office as it had been replaced by a pillar box within 

two months of them taking over. The old date-stamp with a time slug, which 

was used for this purpose was taken away by the Head Post Office. In those 

days, Denis and his wife had three Histon-based postmen (Ted Rogers, Daisy 

Moore and one other) and they also had another postman who came over 

from Cambridge. Shortly after taking over they had to deal with the national 

postal strike which saw all post boxes sealed and no mail delivered (January 

20th to March 6th 1971). The only items being delivered were circulars from 

businesses that had been paid for by a direct fee to the individual sub 

postmasters from the businesses concerned. 

  



 

Histon Post Office, just after Denis Heptinstall took over 

After about eighteen months the Heptinstalls ceased to sell groceries and the 

V.G. Stores signs came down, but it was some time before the name over the 

door was changed to D. Heptinstall from W.F. Stuart. Instead of selling 

groceries they started to sell stationery, greetings cards and books but they 

kept the sweets. Other changes over their time saw a second storey being 

added to the shop in 1981/82, allowing them to move into the flat above the 

post office. The old single storey post office’s roof had been made of asphalt 

and now the post office had a proper roof. A toilet was also put into the post 

office: before that they had to go outside to a shed toilet at the bottom of the 

garden next door. 

As far as the delivery and sorting of the mail in the Heptinstall years was 

concerned, the first delivery arrived from Cambridge about 5.20am and took 

about two hours to sort. A second delivery would arrive around 1.20pm and 

only first-class for the older parts of the villages were delivered that day. 

When they retired in July 1992 the volume of mail handled had increased at 

least ten-fold, needing ten postmen. The original letterbox outside the post 



office had been replaced, as it could not hold enough. The new box, which was 

manufactured by the Lion Foundry in Kirkintilloch is of a type which is generally 

known as a ‘Gibb’ or ‘k’ type. These boxes were first introduced in 1981 and 

one of the eleven officially unveiled around the country on July 31st stands at 

Parkside in Cambridge. They were designed by Tony Gibb and made of cast 

iron but a new method of casting was used which produced a smooth, plastic-

looking surface. Amongst other new ideas incorporated is a drainage system 

that carries rain water away from the door opening. The Lion Foundry started 

making these boxes in 1980 for installation in 1981, and continues until their 

closure in 1985. During the Heptinstalls’ time at Histon P.O. they did not once 

have to deliver a telegram but they did send them out. On retirement they 

moved to Cottenham. 

 

Refurbishment at Histon Post Office in 1980s 

Haresh Parekh (usually known as ‘Harry’) took over as Sub Postmaster from 

Denis Heptinstall on June 12th 1992. Originally from Uganda, Harry and his wife 

Rakhee had previously looked after the family’s general store in Cambridge’s 

Buchan Street. 

Since 1992 the number of postmen employed has been increased by two to 

twelve and now there is also a van which is used to deliver post to Vision Park. 



The style of the date-stamps has been changed to self-inking ones that do not 

have to be taken to pieces to alter the date. These had to be paid for by ‘Harry’ 

as they are no longer supplied by the postal authorities free of charge. The old 

ones are kept in reserve and when studied in October 1995 two of them 

showed the date 22FF94 and the other 31MR94. These were probably the last 

dates of use before the new stamps were introduced. 

Another major change occurred in April 1996 when, following the results of a 

questionnaire that was handed out to customers, the post office was 

refurbished costing more than £17,000. ”We had it done because the 

customers asked for it. It’s now much more spacious, and everybody is really 

appreciative. The shop used to be congested, but we are very pleased with 

how it looks now” said Mrs Parekh. This refurbishment also means the sub-

post office now has three counters. 

At the end of January 1997 Histon and about forty other local post offices took 

part in a 4-month experiment aimed at taking the pressure off Royal Mail staff. 

The local office at Histon was provided with a rubber hand stamp reading 

‘Histon SPSO/CB44JD’, which stands for Histon Sub Post Sorting Office, to 

cancel bulky items of A3 size and larger as well as ‘missorts’. This saved the 

staff of the main office having to do this. Impington did not take part in this 

voluntary scheme for which a fee was paid individually to each post office. 

Even more recently, in the autumn of 1997, ‘Harry’ finally replaced the ‘k’ type 

letterbox, having put pressure on the Post Office for some time. The new 

larger pillar box was installed unpainted on 12th September. It has a double 

aperture and was made by Machin of Stirlingshire. 

 

IMPINGTON POST OFFICE 

The postal services for Impington have always been closely tied to those of 

Histon. Today the villagers receive their post delivered from the Histon Office, 

but in the earlier days of the Impington Post Office this was not so. Before 

1880 you could not post your letters in Impington, then on May 1st 1880 the 

Cambridge Chronicle reports “A wall letter box has been sanctioned by the 

Postmaster General for the village, time of clearing 6pm. Sundays 10am”. This 



box, which is marked on the 1884 Ordnance Survey map, was erected in the 

wall around Impington Hall at the corner of New Road and Burgoynes Road. 

(The wall was built by local builder, Charles Fisk, for W.B. Caldwell in the late 

1870’s). The letter box is again mentioned in the Parish Council minutes of 

1903 which state that sign posts should be erected at the crossroads near the 

letter box and also against James Unwin’s (The Grove) on Milton Road. 

In March 1903 the local newspapers report the forthcoming opening on May 

8th of Impington Post Office. Situated near Histon Station and opposite Chivers’ 

factory, it was located in Mr C.S. Gifford’s store which sold groceries. As well as 

having postal facilities it also served as a money order, savings bank and 

annuity & insurance office. Gifford was provided with a rubber date-stamp to 

cancel his mail. Despatch times to Cambridge were at 12.35 and 9.28pm. 

Gifford was given an allowance of £5 per annum to carry out these duties but 

this was soon increased to £12. However, the Post Office did not last long, the 

postal records in London show that Gifford resigned as Sub Postmaster. It also 

stated that Mr A.L. Laurie was offered the post but declined it. The Cambridge 

Chronicle reports on September 9th 1904: “Pending the appointment of a new 

postmaster the post office is closed. The letter box, which is on the premises of 

Mr A.L. Laurie, has been closed by the postal authorities. It will be a great 

convenience to the public if the present pillar box could be utilised for the post 

of their letters. We understand that Mr Laurie is quite willing that the pillar box 

should remain in its present position and be used for postal business.” 

Whether Gifford’s shop actually closed at the same time is not certain, 

although he is not listed as a tradesman in the 1908 Kelly’s Directory. The 

name of Christopher S. Gifford was not lost to our village life as he later 

became the Secretary of the Histon Institute. 

It was another seven years until a new sub postmaster was found. In the 

meantime Impington Parish Council kept pressing for better services. In 

February 1906 they asked the Postmaster General to arrange that the whole 

parish received two deliveries a day. One improvement that did happen, was 

noticed by those living in the vicinity of the Baptist Chapel in early January 

1908 when a new pillar box was erected in a brick built receptacle. This box 

was originally positioned further back from the road than the present one.  

  



The old one was replaced when the road layout was altered and the War 

Memorial moved in 1963. 

The Bevis’s 

1911 at last saw the re-opening of Impington Post Office, the Cambridge 

Chronicle giving advance notice on January 24th 1911: “A long felt want for the 

village is at last to be supplied by the opening of a Sub Post Office, near Histon 

Station. Business is to commence on December 1st. Mr Alfred J. Bevis, 

newsagent, has been appointed Sub Postmaster.” The new post office was 

supplied with a rubber date-stamp which was more-or-less identical to the one 

used by Gifford. The new one is shown with the date of 22NOV11 in the G.P.O 

Impression Book. 

 

A.J.Bevis’ van 

Newspapers report in 1913 of a further much needed improvement to 

Impington’s mail. In April, an afternoon delivery started to the residents on the 

Cambridge side of the Histon railway station. At 4.23pm the Postmaster 

started a delivery through the main streets of both parishes from the 

Impington Post Office. The bye-streets and lanes were left to the usual 



postman, who prior to this had started the afternoon delivery from the station 

to the High Street and through Histon only. 

As well as being a post office and news-agency, the shop sold sweets and 

cigarettes. He also sold a few groceries and had a small lending library. At the 

back of the shop he ran a thriving cycle and repair business, having the Royal 

Enfield agency. When Alfred died on June 24th 1932, his son, A.W. (Wally) 

Bevis, took over the running of the shop and post office. At this time Wally’s 

younger brother, Ken, took over the newspaper business and operated it until 

the late 1970’s. Wally introduced a larger stock of groceries and a cool counter 

for cooked meats etc. As Wally’s son, Peter, recalls they still sorted their own 

post. “In my early life I was a paper boy delivering in the village and remember 

the post being sorted in our kitchen by the two village postmen, ‘Vessie’ Crane 

and Billy Trouw; they used one side of the kitchen table and we sorted out 

rounds on the other half.” 

‘Vessy’ Crane, who lived at 48 Orchard Road in Histon, worked as a postman in 

Histon and Impington for all his working life. He had been born in the High 

Street, Histon in 1887 and began working for the post office at the age of 

fourteen, going on to receive a long service commendation medal and retiring 

at Histon in 1946. 

In 1936 the Impington Post Office got a stamp machine, which is reported in 

use by September that year and greatly appreciated by the public. Something 

that Histon did not manage to get until 1960! At the same time the Parish 

Council was still pressing for increased facilities. They had previously been told 

in 1928 that the volume of business at the post office did not warrant 

increased services, but they finally succeeded in getting money order facilities 

from February 1st 1938. The population of the village in the 1931 census had 

gone up to 1,429, only three hundred less than Histon. The cycle agency was 

still going well and was looked after until a few years before the war by Wilfred 

Fields, who was employed by the Bevis family. The Post Office originally had a 

telephone booth inside but following pressure from the Parish Council it was 

moved at the end of 1937. In 1945 Impington lost the service of its Sub 

Postmaster as Wally was called up to the R.A.F. and Pat Walker helped out in 

his absence. 



Sometime, either just before or just after the end of the war, Impington Post 

Office went through the first of three major alterations, giving it a small 

separate newspaper kiosk. This had shutters which when opened made a 

counter selling direct to the outside. The late 1950’s saw stage two. The old 

kiosk was made larger as well as being made part of the post office by knocking 

out the adjoining wall. A new single-storey newspaper kiosk was built, again 

with roller shutters opening to provide a street counter. The post office 

counter was then moved into part of what was the old kiosk, but the wall letter 

box and the stamp issuing machine remained in their old locations. The new 

Post Office was completed in 1957. 

In 1962 Colin Bevis took over from his father Wally. Another of Wally’s family, 

Peter and his wife Joan took over the duties of running the Post Office. 

Unfortunately, Colin had suffered a brain tumour and only had a short time to 

live. The original plan for Peter was to return to South Africa with his mother 

after the funeral but when the time came to leave she ‘stuck her heels in’ and 

so the whole family stayed. After Peter and Joan took over they decided after 

looking at the company’s books, to do-away with the groceries and 

concentrate on the more profitable side of the business, confectionery and 

stationery. When Peter’s uncle, Ken, retired in the late 1970’s he sold his side 

of the business (the papers) to Stops Shops. It was at this stage that the Stops 

Shops signs went up. This continued for about 5 or 6 years until Peter sold the 

shop side of the business, also to Brian Stops. Peter was still the owner of the 

premises so he leased the Post Office space back. In 1988 they had the second 

storey added to the extension, so enabling the shop to be enlarged and the 

living part of accommodation to move upstairs. At this stage the wall letterbox 

was still in daily use but in 1989 it was replaced by a box similar to the one 

then outside Histon Post Office. The wall box remained, but was sealed up, and 

by 1993 the wall box had been removed altogether. Whereas the Histon ‘k’ 

type box was made by the Lion Foundry, the pillar box Impington was made by 

the Carronade Engineering Company and would have been founded in 1983. 

Mr A. Matheson, who set up Carronade, had been the Engineering Manager of 

the Carron Company until they closed in 1982. Carronade had successfully 

tendered to make some of the G.P.O.’s requirements for these boxes and lamp 

boxes, the first of these being made in 1984. In late 1989 Joan retired. In 1992 

the leasehold of the property was sold to the Stops Group and the 



advertisement in the Cambridge Evening News mentions the Post Office salary 

of £15,000, weekly sales of £3,500 and a weekly news bill of £1,000. The price 

was £70,000. The advert did not mention the living accommodation. Peter and 

his family returned to South Africa. It was there that he died suddenly on 

Saturday April 27th 1996, aged seventy-six. 

THE POST BUS STORY 

In 1919 the Histon Parish Council started pressing for a later collection of its 

mail. At that time the last collection was at 7pm and the suggestion was made 

that the last bus from Cottenham to Cambridge should convey the Histon mail 

to Cambridge. Nothing came of this, but then in 1933, at the request of the 

Postmaster General, a scheme that had been first used at Huddersfield in 1893 

was introduced. The idea of attaching a letter box to tramcars and buses had 

first been thought of around 1889 and in the next twenty years after the 

Huddersfield scheme it was used in many regions, usually larger areas. Histon 

and Cottenham were the only Cambridgeshire villages to benefit from the 

scheme. The post bus was introduced in the late summer of 1933 on the 104 

Eastern Counties route. The letter box was brought daily from the Cambridge 

Head Post Office and then locked onto the bus which left Cambridge for 

Cottenham about 6.30pm. The box was available for the posting of mail on the 

return journey that left Cottenham at 8.15pm. When the bus arrived back at 

the bus station in Drummer Street at 8.59pm a post office official met it to 

unlock the box and take it to the sorting office. The postal authorities promised 

that letters which were posted in the box, which was available every day of the 

week except Sundays and Bank Holidays, would catch the regular mail routes 

and would normally be delivered by the first post the next day in any part of 

England. One of the drivers on the route was Mr F.I. Saintey who had joined 

the Eastern Counties Bus Company in July 1933 and drove on the route for 

many years. Two buses operated on this route in 1933, a single decker A.T.76 

and a double decker A 177. The letter box could be attached to either of them. 

There is no record of when the service was removed but it is believed that it 

only lasted a few years. 

  



 

The post bus 

OUR LETTER BOXES 

Some villages still have Victorian boxes, others have wall boxes. Our villages no 

longer have either, but we still have a wide variety of types. The following 

inventory and short history are based on a survey of the boxes found in the 

villages in the autumn of 1996. 

CHURCH STREET, HISTON. This box, which is in a brick pillar, replaced the 

Church End wall box in the late 1940’s. Made by the London firm of W.T. Allen 

& Co., who made boxes between 1881 and 1955, it bears a King George VI 

Royal Cipher. 

NORMANTON WAY, HISTON. At first glance, this lamp box on the Greenleas 

Estate, which was erected in 1974, appears the same as the one in Impington 

Lane. However, when you look carefully, you will see that it has a different 

maker’s name on it. This one was made at the Stirlingshire foundry of the 

Carron Company. Carron made boxes for about 60 years until it went into the 



hands of the receiver in 1982. For many years it was missing the collection 

plate, as the holder had been damaged, but in 1996 it was finally replaced. 

ORCHARD ROAD, HISTON. The Histon Parish Council first started pressing for a 

letter box to be erected here in June 1939 but it was not until February 1947 

that it arrived. It was originally similar to the one in Church Street but in early 

1997, after vandalism had broken the pillar, it was replaced with one similar to 

Normanton Way. 

PARK LANE, HISTON. At the corner of Park Lane and St Audrey’s Close is 

another example of the KGVI, W.T. Allen box (as Church Street). This one was 

installed in late 1938 after a request from the Parish Council the previous year. 

SOMERSET ROAD, HISTON. Today this is the oldest one in either village. It was 

also made by W.T. Allen & Co but it has a King George V Royal Cipher. The box, 

which until the autumn of 1996 displayed the inscription ‘Sunnyfields Estate’ 

was installed in late 1958. It seems it is an example of an older box, which had 

at some time been used elsewhere, being re-used by the Post Office. 

HIGHFIELD ROAD, IMPINGTON. The present box was erected in 1947 to replace 

a small lamp-box, which had been moved from near Impington Farm in 1939. 

The lamp-box had more or less immediately become too small as the 

Impington parish minutes of February 20th, 1940 read “the small letter box 

near Highfield Road was sometimes so full that letters might be removed and 

no more could be posted”. The present box is similar to the one in Church 

Street, Histon. 

IMPINGTON LANE, IMPINGTON. This lamp box was placed here in the mid-

1980’s to replace a box in a brick pillar that had become damaged. The lamp 

box was made by the Carronade Engineering Co. of Falkirk, who started making 

lamp boxes in 1983. It was this box that in 1993 a member of the general 

public found open with the keys left in the lock. There were no letters inside, 

but a pile of rubbish and a live firework. When an official from the mail sorting 

office I Clifton Road, Cambridge, called to collect the keys, Mrs Potts was given 

a book of eight first-class stamps as a thank-you. 

MILTON ROAD, IMPINGTON. Today the box on Milton Road stands next to the 

telephone kiosk but this was not always so. The original Milton Road box was 



nearer to where St George’s Way is today and may well have been attached to 

the telegraph post there. It was requested in July 1949 and installed in 

February 1950. The letter box that now stands in Milton Road is not the one 

erected in 1950. This is evident from the Queen Elizabeth II markings and the 

fact that it was made by W.T. Allen between 1952 and 1955. 

STATION ROAD, IMPINGTON. In 1963, following the alteration to the road, the 

box opposite the Baptist Church was moved alongside the telephone box. The 

new box, which is also in a brick pillar, was another QE2 Allen box. 

Over the years there have been many other sites in the two villages that have 

had letterboxes. There was once a lamp letter box on Cambridge Road, near 

Impington Farm. This was removed in 1939. Another lamp box in more recent 

times could be found on the Cottenham Road as you drove out of the village. 

This box was erected in late 1951 and was fixed to the telegraph pole a short 

distance from the junction of Glebe Way (then known as Pig Lane) and the old 

Cottenham Road. The box was removed suddenly in 1984 by the postal 

authorities, who did not inform Histon Parish Council of their intentions. You 

can still see today the red paint on the telegraph pole. Apparently it was 

removed because of complaints by one resident concerning traffic, including 

the post vans, pulling into the adjacent road to post or collect the mail. 

There were also some wall boxes in the village. Impington had one at the 

corner of New Road and Burgoynes Road. This was probably taken out when 

the Village College was built in the late 1930’s. Histon had one in the vicarage 

wall more or less opposite the present box. This is mentioned in the Kelly’s 

Directory of 1900 and is described as Church End. Despite this box being taken 

out in the early 1940’s, you can still see signs of where it was in the brickwork. 

Also, in the 1900 Kelly’s a wall box is mentioned at Histon railway station 

  



APPENDIX 

1. Histon Postal Receivers and Sub Postmasters/ Postmistresses 

Mrs Sarah Gawthrop   by 1847 until 1857 

Mrs Mary Tolliday    1857 until 18.11.1870 

John Tolliday    18.11.1870 until 10.3.1921 

Miss Gertrude Amy Tolliday  10.3.1921 until c1930 

Frederick A. Floyd & W.H. Floyd  c1930 until April1952 

Frederick Brown    April 1952 until 1962 

Geoffrey Fellingham   1962 

Arthur R. Richardson   1962 until mid-1960’s 

William F. Stuart    mid 1960’s until 19.11.1970 

Denis Heptinstall    20.11.1970 until 12.6.1992 

Haresh Parekh    From June 12th 1992 

2. Impington Sub Postmasters/Mistresses 

Christopher S. Gifford   8.5.1903 until 1904 

Alfred Bevis     1.12.1911 until 24.6. 1932 

A. Wally Bevis    24.6.1932 until 1962 

      except for period in the R.A.F. 

Mrs Pat Walker    Acting Sub Postmistress while above on  

military service 

Colin Bevis     1962 until 1973 

Mrs Joan Bevis    1973 until 1988 

Mrs Ann Fletcher    From 1988 


